04: THE HERO

OCTOBER 2

THE ARTIST IS PRESENT

In Jesus, the Creator came among His Creation.
He made it a point to notice the unnoticed. To see the unseen.
When people met their Maker, they found mercy in His eyes.

“You can tell a lot about a man by the company he keeps.”
If this is true, Jesus was a very questionable figure.

Luke 7:34 - The religious leaders labeled Jesus “a friend of sinners” as a
mark of disgrace. Jesus wore it as a badge of honor.

When we read stories of Jesus seeing others, we also feel seen.
And Jesus doesn’t just give you eye contact. He gives you Himself.

THE ANOINTED ONE

Genesis 3:14-15 - An offspring of the woman will defeat the serpent.
(But it will come at a cost)

This seed of expectation develops throughout the Old Testament.
People eagerly await the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One.

You can trace this theme of anointing throughout Scripture:

1. Jacob anoints a rock where he has a dream of a stairway connecting
heaven and earth. (Genesis 28:10-18)

2. The Israelites anoint the tabernacle where God will dwell with them.
3. Priests were anointed to mediate God’s presence to the world.
4. Kings were anointed to present people to God and God to the people.

Anointing signifies an overlap between Heaven and Earth, and Jesus
sees Himself as this bridge (John 1:51).

Many people see the Gospel as: You need to get to God.

This is backward. The Gospel is: God came to you.
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD

There are two basic “getting to know you” questions:
(1) Who are you? (2) What do you do?

Jesus answers both of these in John 10:11.

“l am the Good Shepherd.
The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”

Jesus will demonstrate that He is the Messiah not through His miracles
or wise teaching, but by sacrificing Himself.

Remember Genesis 3—defeating the serpent will come at a cost.

1 John 3:8 - Jesus is here to defeat the spiritual power behind evil.
How will He do this? By being lifted up and exalted... on a cross.

John 16:33 - Jesus says He has “overcome the world,” but that same
night He’s arrested and killed.

What looked like defeat was the ultimate victory.

OUR CHAMPION

The story of David and Goliath maps onto the larger story of Jesus.

The head of the enemy is crushed by a future king, a good shepherd, an
anointed one, standing on behalf of his people. The outcome of this
battle has nothing to do with how strong or faithful or brave the army is.
The only thing that matters is the victory of their champion.

This story is the story.

You and | have a champion who has fought on our behalf as well.

King Jesus takes on Goliaths that we stand no chance against,
and His victory becomes our victory.

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(1 Corinthians 15:57)
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