06: RISE UP

OCTOBER 16

CENTERED
There are three models for how Christians view salvation:

° . BOUNDED SET: the boundary
S line determines who is in or out
of the group.

FUZZY SET: just remove the
boundary line; no real distinction
of who'’s in or out.

\

~

CENTERED SET: what matters is
the direction a person is moving—
towards or away from the center. — / paN
In this model, you can appear close

to God, but actually be moving away
from Him (the Pharisees, Judas) P Va N\

You can also seem very far from God, L N
but in fact be moving in His direction
(Zacchaeus, the thief on the cross). / T

\

When it comes to salvation, what matters is where your heart is oriented.

Worship is about orienting your heart toward something and letting it have
pull over your life. Whatever we center our life around is what we worship.

Sometimes we try to worship God and other things (2 Kings 17:32-41),
but it doesn’t work. You can only have one first thing in life.

Spiritual practices aren’t about getting on the right side of a “boundary line.”
These habits reinforce the orientation of our life toward Jesus.
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COMPETING ALLEGIANCES

What comes to your mind when you hear these questions:

- Where do you go when you’re hurting or anxious?

- What do you most want others to admire about you?

- What makes you most disappointed or frustrated?

- What do the people closest to you say that you value?
- What do you fear losing?

- How do you spend your money?

- What fills your imagination?

- What are your dreams and goals?

These questions are a diagnostic tool that can highlight where God faces
competition in your heart. How do we displace these “false vines”?

Repent — literally, “to turn.” You pivot your heart toward Jesus.

Worship — Fill your mind and heart with His love.

RESURRECTED LIFE

We become like what we worship.

This can be negative (2 Kings 17:15, Psalm 115:4-8)

...or it can be positive (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Worship Jesus, and you will become more like Him.

Transformation is at the heart of the Gospel.
We are raised with Christ (Ephesians 2:4-6) into new life.
Baptism is a symbol of this death-to-life experience (Romans 6:3-5).

The places where you feel dead and broken can be made new by the Spirit.

Jesus is in the business of resurrection. He'’s bringing His people to life.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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